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The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara
	Slavery could be one of the major reasons leading to the Civil War in the narrative. However, both The Killer Angels and the Gettysburg seldom talk about slavery directly. Considering the perspective of the Confederate, the characters state that the war has resulted due to a corrupt government, but not slavery. On the other hand, the Secession Acts of the Thirteen Confederate States portrays a distinct image altogether (Shaara, 54). The state of Alabama directly puts the blame on Lincoln for causing the war since his deeds are full of hostility towards the local institutions and towards the peace and security of the individuals in entire Alabama. Statements like the “domestic institutions” and the “rights in the states” also mentioned the thirteen Confederate states are indirect references to slavery. Besides, Shaara demonstrates that the Confederate reason was different from slavery since it does not match with his aim of dehumanizing the soldiers from both ends. The readers find it challenging to show sympathy for characters who were fighting for the sole purpose of owning other people. The narrative also indicates that England was not ready to join the Confederate campaign since slavery was a legal practice in the southern region and had been prohibited in the British territory. 
	The aspect of slavery is once again briefly identified from the perspective of the Union. In persuading the troops regarding the Second Maine Regiment to submit to him, General Chamberlain states that the fight is intended to “set other men free.” The implication is that from the Emancipation Proclamation, rather than staging a war aimed at the struggle for nationalism; the Union army is targeting at ending the practice of slavery (Shaara, 92). The main section where slavery is widely discussed is the incident when the Union soldiers come across a slave who has been wounded and neglected. Chamberlain together with Sergeant Kilrain held a conversation regarding slavery in a detailed and conditions of freedom and liberty meant to be enjoyed by all people. 
The manner in which the wounded slave is handled is humanizing as well as dehumanizing at the same time. The humanizing part is when the surgeon states that the slave resembles anyone else inside. The dehumanizing part of the slave is where the Union soldiers talk about the amount they could have obtained for selling the slave to the Confederacy. Slavery is also evidenced by the Union cavalry whose operations involved capturing the African-Americans from the Northern region and selling them to the south to make some profit. A different implication would be that several Union soldiers were involved in the war targeting monetary gains rather than liberty for the slaves (Shaara, 120). The aspect of slavery implies that racism was intensified in the North. The issue of slavery is depicted in the narrative to emanate from the Union side rather than the Confederate side. 
	The motivations of men from the two sides were different since the Union soldiers focused on monetary gains rather than liberty for the slaves.  However, the Confederate army is determined to ensure the slaves earn their freedom. This is evidenced in the narrative since General Lee targeted to compel the Union army to retreat from Virginia. Another motivation was that Lee desired that the Union army would vacate from Tennessee and Vicksburg to allow the Confederacy to secure the locations from being dominated by the Union (Shaara, 156). A different motivation was that General Lee was aiming at invading the North to compel the Union to accept a peace treaty which would play a big role in bringing the Civil War to an end. 
The Battle of Gettysburg organized neither by General Lee nor by General Meade. It began as a result of a conflict between Heth’s infantry division and Buford’s cavalry since General Hill wished to acquire shoes for his soldiers. General Buford obtained a backup from the nearest First Corps, i.e., they were corps led by General Reynolds. The war increased attracting the entire corps from the two ends to Gettysburg. Ultimately, the Confederates were defeated as a result of lack of appropriate coordination (Shaara, 214). General Lee had indulged into the Battle of Gettysburg without a proper war strategy which made him strain a lot during the war. On the other hand, the cavalry of General Stuart did not at any given moment attempt to report the lay of the land. Another General called Meade was criticized for allowing Confederates to leave without staging a counter-attack that would have greatly aided in ending the war before it got more intensified. The victory achieved by the Union at Gettysburg together with the decline of Vicksburg and Chattanooga a few moments after the war made the Civil War appear like it was in favor of the Union side. 
	Two days before the Battle of Gettysburg, the Confederates are proceeding with their journey by passing via Maryland and preparing to enter Pennsylvania. Harrison who was the spy to General Longstreet informs his boss and General Lee that the major body of the Union was approaching at a high pace. Lee opts to converge almost the whole army at Gettysburg. On the other hand, General Chamberlain is getting ready to move the union army to Pennsylvania. In Gettysburg, General Buford who is the Union cavalry notices that the corps of Lieutenant Hill had begun to surround the area. The battle is motivated or sparked when Heth who is a commander in the Confederacy engages the Union troops led by Buford. During the second day of the war, the victory seems to favor the Union soldiers.  However, General Lee is aiming at taking over the Rocky Hill referred to as the Little Round Top to free the area from the control of the union, but his plans don’t succeed (Shaara, 223). Since his plans had failed, Lee is frustrated and opts to attack the Union to retain the Cemetery Ridge. The Union army soldiers are ordered by General Meade to concentrate at the middle area of the Cemetery Ridge with the understanding that General Lee is likely to strike at that particular point. Finally, the Army of Northern Virginia is defeated, and General Lee opts to retreat towards the Potomac River. 
	The men were devoted to fighting in the face of death due to various reasons. The battle began at Gettysburg when the Confederates decided to attack Buford’s men. Buford was devoted to putting Confederates away, but unfortunately, he is killed. General Lee gets to Gettysburg only to find the battle fully sparked. No side is willing to retreat implying that the war has to continue. Other generals arrive and notify Lee that they are engaging the Union soldiers who are still pouring in from the South. General Lee commands his generals to attack. At the moment, the regiment of Chamberlain starts to shift northwards heading for Gettysburg. At the end of the first day of the battle, the Union troops opt to retreat into the surrounding hills in Gettysburg. Since they were devoted to winning, the Union soldiers chose to dig in and set up some cannons and stone walls for defense (Shaara, 312). However, Longstreet is curious since he is aware that the hill offers strategic defensive positions and also that Lee is planning to attack them instead of swinging the troops southwards to Washington D.C.  
General Lee holds a meeting with his generals, but he is mad with General Ewell for failing to adhere to his instructions by taking control over the Cemetery Hill and Culp’s Hill rather than allowing the Union forces to move to such areas. On the other hand, Buford is back to the Union camp where he establishes that he is the center of blame for the defeat of the day. On the second day of the battle, Chamberlain starts moving northwards in the direction of Gettysburg together with his regiment (Shaara, 337). Each side believes that they have better strategies than their enemies, and thus, they decide not to accept defeat. Each general on either side wants to win the war hence compelling his soldiers to fight harder even after many have already died in the battle. The Confederates are determined to curb the practice of slavery making them have the desire to fight even harder. The Union troops are also determined to protect their interest in slavery further intensifying the war.      
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